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Now we can discard another idea which has bede-
villed modern social thought; the idea of conflict and
competition. Some economists say that competition, Js
the lever of all progress; and revolutionaries attach the
same significance to social conflict which they call class
struggle. No doubt there have been conflicts, and there
will be. But an unprejudiced study of history reveals
that the desire to be helpful to fellow-men is a more
fundamental human trait than competition and conflict.
However, religion and social philosophies based on it
and other wrong assumptions made man forget his in-
nate rationality. Religion having done havoc in the
past, philosophy in our time reached the cult of irra-
tionalism. At the same time, the experience of conflict
discouraged the spirit of co-operation. The cumulative
result is man's loss of faith in himself.

The scientific knowledge about human nature re-
veals the root of the cultural crisis of our times, and
should enable us to discover an entirely new approach
to the baffling problems of modern life. The crisis
does not affect just this or that aspect of social exist-
ence; it envelops the whole being of man. Therefore it
can be called a spiritual crisis, a crisis of the soul of
man. Man has forgotten what he is. The only way
out of the impasse is to help him remember that he is
a man, and not a slave either of a divine slave-driver
or of any terrestial power.

The fundamental principles of this new philosophy
of life were outlined three years ago. We called it New
or Scientific or Integral Humanism. There is nothing